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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY

B.A. Honours/Programme/ 1 st Semester Examination, 2018

HISHGECO01T/HISGCORO1T-HISTORY (GE1/DSC1)
HISTORY OF INDIA FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES Up T0O 300 CE

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 50
The figures in the margin indicate full marks. e TN 97 RIYING Y o T
Candidates should answer in their own words 3G s ST e FET XA Ve

and adhere to the word limit as practicable Bav A1

GROUP-A / @e-5

1. Answer any fen questions from the following (word limit 30): 2x10=20

fafeie -t 75 2ivem Bea e (19 Fi vo)

(a) Name two important Neolithic sites in North West India.
TG3-#if6w SiFeard AwEY 4t eFgel uFEa A @l

(b) Mention two non-Indian Civilizations contemporary to the Indus Valley Civilization.
Prepreror sSEfte 4ft wreasR Serea At BrEd Fel

(c) What was the great bath of Mohenjodaro?
TCRIHIAICATS 28 Fawsiaft 6 feer ¢

(d) What is the historical importance of the two epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata?
AN @ WSS 2 4o TR Aoz ey fF ¢

(e) What do you mean by the term ‘Sabha’ and *Samiti’ of the Rig-Vedic-period?
AT (3w oot STer 8 S’ e & @it o

(f) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them.
IOTH (G O1F REFH ¢ (%1 o SlefErEd =i @A

(2) Name at least two of the republic states of ancient India.
21 ©iAe 1t derelEs aga I @

(h) When did Alexander invade India? What was the significance of his invasion in Indian
history?
WERFSEGE I SRSITH Sl SR ¢ Siaedrda Ao vl oiawas ewy o faet ¢

(i) Who was the author of the ‘Arthashastra’? What was its principal theme?
‘T 5o (& fagem ¢ @3 3o e (& fae 9

(1) What were the functions of the Dharmamahamatras during the Mouryan Period?
T syt i 1 fee

(k) Who was Banabhatta? Mention the name of the book written by him.
TeB & frer 7 o fbw aicza A Tra sl |

(I) Who was the greatest ruler of the Kushana dynasty? Where was his capital located?
Pl R D A (3 fRrea 9 i Aol (e few 2

(m) Which natural phenomenon discovered in the first century C.E. favoured the growth of
maritime trade between India and Rome?

Ty 24y o GRFe T AFfod Wl SEetd ¢ @I Wy Ty e Gers gy
Frafes 9
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(n) Who introduced the ‘Saka’ era and when?
(@, P % ZOOR oA FCAREEH 2
(o) Who wrote the Nasik inscription and why?

A 28 (F 9 1 541 FLARLE ?

GROUP-B/ [R®t-4
Answer any fwo questions from the following (word limit 250) 5x2=10
fsfafae - 7ff eivea Teg me (%1% i xeo)

2 Explain the significance of the Mehergarh excavation.
(CZR G TRIANCA @Fg T FC | .

3 Write a short note on the religious life of the Harappans.

SRR 4377 Gigw s TeFee Biel

4. Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.
AN SRIGHR FATE @0 He e Biswt (ool "

5. What were the similarities and dissimilarities between Jainism and Buddhism?

o o @R (T 4R T AP 8 (e [ e o

6. What do you understand by ‘Sangam ‘Literature’?
s ARy Tece e @

h

GROUP-C / feetat-a

Answer any fwo questions from the following (word limit 500) 10%x2=20
fAsfaRe @-@ie 76 e Teg wie (= A ¢oo)

7 How would you explain the decline of the Harappan civilization?
2Rl eyl e g fFeira 1t 3303 ¢

8. Examine the problem of locating the original homeland of the Aryans. "~
s iR forgiete 7eife enif et w e

9. Discuss the social, economic and religious background of the rise of protestant religious
movement in ancient India.

28 STare efeam «f Sewe oTe @i i, adafer gk «¥fw el et
Al

10.  How far was Asoka’s ‘Dhamma’ influenced by the tenets of Buddhism?

SN AT (A 40 Nfeer art v el Tl ¢

11.  Assess the political and cultural importance of Kanishka’s rule in India.

BRAGAE FAET ST ISATSS 6 TF 6P @F0ed YA Sl |

X

1121 2

T A T e




